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As we step into the new month, we 
are excited to bring you another 
powerful edition of Aitsiniki Maga-
zine. This is a special one for us, it’s 
the last issue of our first year as a 
magazine. This month, we celebrate 
the strength and dedication of our 
community, with a special focus on 
the incredible athletes of Siksika, as 
well as honoring the achievements 
of remarkable individuals who in-
spire and uplift us.

In this issue, we proudly highlight 
the success of several talented ath-
letes who are making waves across 
various levels of competition. From 
rising stars in youth hockey to sea-
soned players paving the way for 
future generations, we are thrilled 
to showcase their accomplishments 
and dedication to their craft. These 
athletes not only excel in their re-
spective sports, but they also serve 
as powerful role models for the next 
generation of Blackfoot talent.

Additionally, in celebration of Wom-
en’s Day, we are honored to recog-
nize Dr. Daphne Mai’Stoina, Super-
intendent for the Kee Tas Kee Now 
Tribal Council Education Authority. 
Dr. Mai’Stoina’s unwavering commit-
ment to education and leadership 
has had a profound impact on our 
community, and her recognition is a 
testament to the strength and resil-
ience of women in leadership roles.

At Aitsiniki, we are proud to high-
light the individuals, moments, and 
stories that shape our culture and 
community. This issue is a reflection 
of the hard work, dedication, and 
pride that make Siksika a place of 
strength and unity.

Thank you for joining us in celebrat-
ing these accomplishments, and we 
look forward to bringing you more 
inspiring stories in the months to 
come.

3

Siksika Media
PO Box 1490 

Siksika, AB T0J 3W0
403.734.5339

 TF 1.800.551.5724
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Siksika Nation News

Trespassing Concerns Regarding 
Unauthorized Video Filming

Oki Siksika Nation members,

We wanted to let you know about an 
upcoming project in the Cluny 25 
Lots Subdivision to improve surface 
water drainage. This project is an 
important step in ensuring long-
term infrastructure stability in the 
community. 

Project Overview Dunwald and 
Fleming Enterprises Ltd. has been 
contracted to complete Earthworks 
and culvert remediation for this 
project (Job# 20250211). The goal 
is to enhance drainage systems to 
prevent water buildup and improve 
overall land conditions.

This project is a collaborative effort 
between Siksika Housing, Siksika 
Engineering, and Siksika Public 

Works to ensure proper planning, 
coordination, and execution of the 
work.

Safety Measures Community 
safety is our top priority. Open 
excavations will be carefully 
monitored, and access to work 
areas will be restricted to prevent 
any risks. All work will be carried 
out in compliance with strict safety 
protocols.

Completion: Expected to continue 
into Summer 2025 While some 
disruptions may occur, we 
are committed to minimizing 
inconvenience and completing the 
work efficiently.

We appreciate your cooperation 
and patience as we work together to 

improve the infrastructure in your 
community.

Contact Information For any 
questions or concerns, please 
contact:

Siksika Housing Department Email: 
housing@siksikanation.com Phone: 
403-734-5200

Siksika Public Works Phone: 403-
734-2912

Dunwald and Fleming Enterprises 
Ltd. Brendan Costello, Project 
Manager

Email: brendan_costello@
dunwaldandfleming.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

Oki Siksika, The Siksika Nation 
Tribal Administration received 
several reports from concerned 
Nation members about a video 
circulating on YouTube that was 
filmed in Siksika by non-nation 
member Cory Morgan, who was 
not given authorization or a permit 
to visit Siksika for the purpose of 
filming. The content of this video 

shows this individual filming in 
various locations while sharing 
misinformation about First Nations 
issues and discussing a topic 
without understanding the history 
or the nuances of various funding 
agreements with Indigenous 
Services Canada. In doing so, he is 
fostering division and harm.

Trespassing on a reserve or First 
Nations land is a summary offence 

under the Indian Act. Legal action 
is being explored, and the video 
has been reported to YouTube for 
violating community standard 
guidelines for providing misleading 
information.

Thank you for working together to 
keep Siksika Nation safe!!

REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY P: 
403-734-3815

Cluny 25 Lots Subdivision Remediation Project
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Interested in buying a home from 
Siksika Housing and renovating it? 
Homeownership and Money Man-
agement sessions are available. With 
Scott Flamand of Flamand Manage-
ment Services and Nelson Breaker, 
Siksika First Nation Market Housing 
Fund (FNMHF) Administrator.

Sessions taking place Wednesday, 
April 16th from 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
and Thursday, April 17th, from 9:00 
AM - 12:00 PM at the Siksika Band 
Office.

For more information, contact:
Nelson Breaker, Siksika Treasury
nelsonb@siksikanation.com
403-734-4368

Siksika Nation Tribal Administration

Home Ownership Program

Photo from Wikimedia Commons

Public Notice

Siksika Public Works, in collabo-
ration with the Arcadis team, is 
embarking on an important initiative 
to enhance and beautify the eleven 
cemeteries within the Nation.
The Cemetery Upgrade Project will 
begin with a pilot phase at Crowfoot 
Cemetery. The goal is to create 
welcoming, functional spaces that 
honor Siksika heritage and values.
Community Engagement & Feed-
back

Arcadis, a global leader in sustain-
able design and engineering, is 
developing a Concept Plan for the 
Crowfoot Cemetery. This long-term 

blueprint will reflect community 
priorities and ensure that traditions, 
ceremonies, and cultural values 
remain at the heart of the project.
To gather valuable community in-
put,  Arcadis has launched a ques-
tionnaire to better understand the 
following:
Important cultural elements in Siksi-
ka burial ceremonies
Access and transportation needs
Plot selection and organization
Landscaping preferences
Commemoration features such as 
memorials or plaques
 
Siksika Nation members are encour-
aged to complete the questionnaire 
and share their insights.

EXTENDED DEADLINE for submis-
sions: April 7th, 2025

Submit responses to: ernie.web-
ster@arcadis.com
Your feedback is crucial in ensuring 
that this project reflects the values 
and traditions of the Siksika people. 
Thank you for your participation in 
shaping a meaningful, respectful 
space for our loved ones.

Siksika Nation Seeks Community Input 
on Cemetery Upgrade Project
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Introducing Our New 

Communications Coordinator

Shilo Clark is a dynamic media 
professional, event organizer, and 
cultural ambassador with a passion 
for storytelling and community en-
gagement. Currently a host 
on 104.7 The Nation Station, 
Shilo brings energy, insight, 
and a deep connection to 
Siksika culture and history 
to the airwaves. 

Raised by his Grandmother, 
Sally Black in Mohkinstsis, 
she instilled in him a love 
for culture, community, and 
hard work.

With years of experience 
as the Communications 
Coordinator at Blackfoot 
Crossing Historical Park, 
Shilo played a pivotal role 
in marketing, social media 
management, and event 
coordination. Their expertise in 
public relations and digital outreach 
contributed to the success of major 

events, including GlobalFest, the 
Prairie Chicken Dance World Cham-
pionship, and the Blackfoot Treaty 
Commemoration Week. 

Beyond communications, Shilo has 
been deeply involved in cultural 
preservation and education, previ-

ously working as a tour guide and ar-
tifact document manager. His work 
helped bridge historical narratives 
with modern audiences, ensuring 

the stories of the Blackfoot 
people remain alive and 
impactful. In addition to 
media and cultural work, 
Shilo has a keen interest in 
IT, event planning, and pub-
lic speaking, often serving 
as an emcee and presenter 
for community and national 
events. 

His ability to connect with 
diverse audiences, both 
on-air and in person, makes 
him a great voice to have in 
media and cultural spaces.  

When not behind the mic or 
organizing events, Shilo en-

joys engaging in research, gaming, 
and exploring new creative projects.

Free Banff Park Pass for Siksika Nation Members 
We are pleased to offer 
free Banff National Park 
Access Passes to all 
registered Siksika Nation 
members aged 18 and over. 
Important Information: The 
pass provides free access 
to Banff National Park but 
does not cover parking, 
camping, or other services.

Passes do not expire. 
However, a $35.00 fee 
applies for replacements. 
Passes can be picked up at 
the Siksika Nation Tribal 

Administration building from 
the front main receptionist.

Requirements:

A short form must be 
completed.

Valid identification is required 
at the time of pick-up.

CONTACT: For more 
information, please contact 
(403) 734-5100.
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By Shilo Clark

Protecting our 
Sacred Sites:

Honouring our History 

Our land holds important 
stories and traditions that 
have been passed down 
for generations. For Siksika, 
protecting sacred places is 
about respecting our history 
and honoring the spirits 
of our ancestors. As time 
moves forward, it is more 
important than ever to keep 
these special places safe. 

One of these sacred sites is 
the Chief Crowfoot Cem-
etery. This cemetery is a 
place of great meaning for 
our people. Siksika Public 
Works, in collaboration with 
the Arcadis team is now 
working on a plan to guide 
its future. This plan will help 
make sure the cemetery 
remains a place of respect 
and tradition for years to 
come. In addition to Chief 
Crowfoot Cemetery, the 
plan looks to enhance and 
beautify the eleven cem-
eteries within Siksika. The 
Cemetery Upgrade Project 
will begin with a pilot phase 
at Crowfoot Cemetery. 
Planned improvements 
include Parking facilities, 
Pathways, Lighting, Fencing, 
and Landscaping. 

These upgrades will help create a 
welcoming and peaceful space for 
families to honor their loved ones 
while preserving the cultural and 
spiritual importance of these sites. 

Arcadis wants to hear from the 
Siksika people to understand what 
traditions should be included in this 
plan and recently sent out a ques-
tionnaire to the Nation for import-
ant feedback. This will help keep 

our ways alive and ensure 
our ancestors are honored 
properly. 

Siksika Nation is home to 
many sacred places that 
hold deep spiritual meaning. 
Blackfoot Crossing Histori-
cal Park, where Treaty 7 was 
signed in 1877, stands as 
one of the most significant. 
Nearby, Old Sun Residen-
tial School Site remains 
a place of remembrance, 
honoring those who en-
dured the hardships of the 
residential school system. 
Of course, Castle Moun-
tain - Miistukskoowa, in 
Banff National Park, served 
as a site for ceremonies 
and vision quests for the 
Blackfoot Confederacy. 
Writing-on-Stone Áísínai’pi, 
is a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site where petroglyphs and 
pictographs tell the stories 
of Blackfoot history, spiritu-
ality, and teachings. Chief 
Crowfoot’s Campsite marks 
the land where he and his 
people lived before and after 
the signing of Treaty 7. 

Keeping these sites safe is 
about more than just pro-

tecting the land—it is about keeping 
our culture strong. We must work 
together to make sure these places 
are respected and passed down to 
future generations. 
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Dr. Daphne Mai’Stoina, Superinten-
dent for the Kee Tas Kee Now Tribal 
Council Education Au-
thority, is being recog-
nized for her outstand-
ing hard work through 
The King Charles III 
Coronation Medal 
Program. This program 
was established by the 
Government of Can-
ada to commemorate 
the Coronation of His 
Majesty King Charles 
III. Dr. Mai’Stoina, along 
with 30,000 other out-
standing individuals, is 
being awarded. Among 
the 474 individuals 
from Alberta receiving 
this honor, Dr. Mai’Stoi-
na is one of them, hav-
ing been nominated by 
Demetrios Nicolaides, 
the Minister of Educa-
tion for Alberta.

Dr. Mai’Stoina, has 
dedicated 36 years to 
the field of education, 
working and collaborat-
ing with numerous or-
ganizations. Currently, 
she sits as the Superin-
tendent for the Kee Tas 
Kee Now Tribal Council 
Education Authori-
ty. Here, the KTCEA 
overseas administra-
tion of four Cree First 
Nations communities in 
north-central Alberta, 
from kindergarten to 
Grade 12. This ensures 
that nîhiyâwîwin (Cree) is supported 
by education through Cree Lan-
guage and Land based learning. 
Additionally, she has spent numer-
ous years working with O’Chiese 
First Nation and Siksika and has also 

worked in British Columbia oversee-
ing their special education. In turn, 

now, Dr. Mai’Stoina is celebrating 
her 36th year in education. 

Dr. Mai’Stoina’s educational journey 
began at Old Sun College, fostering 
her passion, she later then applied 
to the education program at the 

University of Calgary. Here she 
Majored in education and minored 

in special education. 

After earning her Bache-
lor of Education in 1989, 
Mai’Stoina began working 
with the Siksika Nation, 
which had recently taken 
control of its education 
system and was in the pro-
cess of establishing schools 
throughout the communi-
ty. At Chief Old Sun, she 

developed specialized programs for 
children with exceptional needs and 
later becoming the Vice Principal. 

Dr. Mai’Stoina then furthered her 
education by attaining her mas-

Dr. Daphne Mai’Stoina 

Honored with King Charles III Coronation Medal for 

Outstanding Contribution to Education

Recognition of Dr. Daphne 
Mai’Stoina, highlighting her 

outstanding contributions 
to education and cultural 
preservation, celebrating 

her achievements

By Tyrone Sitting Eagle with photos from the KTCEA



Volume 34 Issue 03 March 2025		  9

ter’s in educational leadership and 
special education, and then shortly 
after, became the assistant super-
intendent for the Siksika Board of 
Education and eventually became 
the superintendent with a 23-year 
period of working with Siksika Na-
tion. 

Dr. Mai’stoina has done 
other work such as teaching 
as a professor for the Black-
foot Language program at 
Old Sun College. During that 
time, she attained her doctor-
ate in educational leadership 
in 2014. 

Alongside the work that she 

does, Dr. Mai’Stoina was also a part 
of the Horn Society, captured to be 
the women for the leader bundle 
with Chris Mchugh, and Herman 
Yellow Old Women. This was an ex-
citing time for her as the Akoka’tsin 
was gone for long time. 

In conclusion, 
Dr. Daphne 
Mai’Stoina 
serves as the 
Superintendent 
for the Kee 
Tas Kee Now 
Tribal Coun-
cil Education 
Authority. She 
has achieved 
numerous ac-
complishments, 
demonstrating 
great dedica-
tion and hard 
work in both 
educational and 
cultural fields. 
Through her ef-
forts, she is pav-
ing the way for 
young aspiring 
young Black-
foot women.
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Story by Jasmine Majoros with photos by Edna Many Heads

game night with the calgary hitmen

The 5th Annual Every Child Matters 
game took place on March 9, 2024, 
at the Scotiabank Saddledome. As 
with every year, it was a success, 
with many community members 
showing up to cheer on the Calgary 
Hitmen. It was especially a big suc-
cess this year, as there were a few 
firsts happening with this game. The 
Hitmen won their first game since 
beginning their Every Child Matters 
relationship with Siksika. Another 
first was for Siksika Media, as it was 
their first time broadcasting the 
game live on their own through the 
nation’s radio station.

The U11 Siksika Buffalos skated in as 
flag carriers to kick off the open-
ing ceremony, alongside the U11 
Winterhawks and CanSkate as the 
benchwarmers and five tunnel. A 
special dance demonstration took 

place during one of the intermis-
sions, with one performer for each 
category: Women’s & Men’s Tra-
ditional: Joset Melting Tallow and 
Calvert Jr. Wolf Child; Women’s & 
Men’s Fancy: Sheadon Wolf and 
Joey Big Tobacco; Men’s & Youth 
Chicken: Frank Sitting Eagle and 
Cota Big Snake (also a Jr. Boys 
World Champion); Women’s Jingle: 
Jenni Rose Sitting Eagle; and Grass: 
Josh Cardinal.

Siksika looks forward to the Hitmen 
game every year, as this relationship 
represents the support and recon-
ciliation not only for the people of 
Siksika but all Indigenous commu-
nities. It’s a chance for everyone 
to come together to express, with 
great gratitude, the importance of 
Indigenous resilience.
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By Tyrone Sitting Eagle, with files from Carter Red Gun

ITAI’SAKOPII’A     “CHILDREN IN A GOOD HOME”

HELP BRING OUR CHILDREN HOME

BECOME
A caregiver today

Call Placement Resources
today to inquire about 
becoming a caregiver

587-323-3211

680 Westchester Road, Strathmore, AB
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Selena Maguire 

signs with the Red Deer Queens

By Andrew Breaker

Selena Maguire is from Siksika 
and Piikani Nation, her parents 
are Keisha and Leon Maguire, her 
grandparents are Delia McMaster, 
Alvin Yellowfly, and Doug 
Yellowhorn on her mother side. Her 
grandparents on her father’s side 
are Joyce Royal and Dale Yellowfly. 
Selena is currently upgrading at Old 
Sun Community College, but she 
will be playing basketball at the Red 
Deer Polytechnic College in the fall. 
At the age of three, Selena began 
participating in sports, and she 
has participated in track and field, 
basketball, volleyball, and hockey 
throughout her life. Her experiences 
with these have primarily come 
from both of her families, notably 
with her parents. While she was 
growing up, she had a family of 
athletes who attended different 
colleges to reach their goals, these 
experiences have made a difference 
for Selena. Selena’s parents who still 
play the sports they love have left 
an impact on Selena’s journey, she 
mentioned she wouldn’t have been 
here without the support and love 
she’s gotten from her parents. 

This fall, Selena can’t wait to play 
basketball at Red Deer College. 
Selena is appreciative of this 
opportunity from her coaches, Craig 
Many Guns and Avery Harrison, who 
will be mentoring her starting in 
the fall. Since the North American 
Indigenous Games, Selena and 

Avery have talked about Selena 
coming to Red Deer last year, when 
Selena thought she wasn’t ready 
for collegiate basketball. During 
that period, Selena’s mindset was all 
over the place; she felt unprepared, 
and her mental state was poor. 
She hopes that everything goes 
according to plan this year, winning 
the league and traveling to Montreal 
like coach Avery instructed. Selena 
will participate in open studies at 
school before deciding what she 
wants to do the following year. 

“I just want to thank coach Avery 
and Craig for giving me this 
opportunity, for believing in me 
when I didn’t. Giving someone 

motivation can either go one way 
or another, but it really depends on 
who you are as a person and how 
you process it. Nobody should feel 
ashamed getting motivation from 
someone. You should take in that 
motivation and bring it to your 
game. Write any positive thoughts 
through the day, credit yourself 
for the small things, have time for 
yourself, and be grateful you are 
here today. Whatever you set your 
mind to, do it, look at me now, I’m 
off to college for basketball because 
this is what I wanted to do.” 

Selena Maguire on giving 
motivation to someone to try to be 
like her.
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Desmond Red Crow is from Siksika 
Nation, and his parents are Alice 
Medicine Shield and the late Darcy 
Red Crow. He works for himself at 
the moment. Since there haven’t 
been any hockey tournaments for 
players aged 18 and up in Siksika 
for a while, Desmond had an idea 

that originated from the 
desire to revive hockey 
competitions on the nation. 
This competition, which 
coincided with the volleyball 
jackpot tournament, was held 
from March 7th to March 9th 
to kick off March Madness in 
Siksika. 

Desmond received 
assistance from Mikey Water 
Chief and Hadley Many Heads in 
organizing this event, collecting 
fees, and ensuring that everything 
proceeded according to plan. The 
sponsors of this tournament were 
Sheldon Scalplock and David Wells. 
Desmond appreciated the poster 
that was made by Jayde McGilvery. 
Jody Labelle and Richard Running 
Rabbit were instrumental in 

determining how much ice 
Desmond would require for the 
jackpot competition. 

The vast majority of the feedback 
that Desmond received was 
positive. The primary objective that 
Desmond was 

attempting to accomplish with this 
event was for everyone to have fun. 

Particularly in the playoffs, most of 
the games were evenly matched 
in strength. Team 4, the eventual 
victors, emerged victorious in a 
high-scoring overtime match that 
decided the match before the finals. 
The game was settled by two goals, 

the finals were close, the tempo was 
good, and the benches were filled. 
After battling back door all day, 
Team 4 emerged victorious in the 
finals. Team 4 consisted of Brandon 
Good Eagle as the goaltender, 
Dryden Jerry, Andrew Breaker, Billie 

Breaker, Colemen Daniels, 
Jordel Melting Tallow, Kolby 
Blackhorse, Merik McMaster, 
Maven McMaster, Deelan 
Doore, Phoenix Running 
Rabbit, Levitt Ayoungman, 
Brooker Pretty Young Man, 
Mugsy Red Crow, Dustin 
Daniels, Raylene Cutknife, and 
Dusten Gossfeld. 

“I do want to make something 
bigger and better for the adults. It 
was awesome that March Madness 
included adults in all sports this 
year. I remember playing in the 
first annual tourney. Now it’s on 
the thirteenth year. I look forward 
to many years of this event. It sure 
brings the community together in a 
healthy way.” 

March Madness hockey jackpot tournament

By Andrew Breaker



Deerfoot Sportsplex Taking on 
Expanding Hosting Duties

By Tyrone Sitting Eagle 
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In recent years, the Siksika Deerfoot 
Sportsplex has seen an increase 
in many hockey games that have 
been hosted at its facility. Although 
the Nation has many members who 
play for Siksika, there are also a lot 
who play for non-nation teams. 
The recent engagement with other 
teams requesting to use the Sports-
plex comes 
from the focus 
and support 
they want 
to show for 
Nation mem-
bers who play 
at high levels 
of hockey out-
side of Siksika. 
Although the 
games that are 
hosted provide 
entertainment, 
it also shows 
the testament, 
growth and 
presence of 
Siksika’s Hock-
ey players 
in provincial 
and national 
arenas.

Currently, Siksika is represented by 
several talented players across dif-
ferent age levels and teams. Players 
such as Kolt Calfrobe and Kenny 
Erminskin (Breaker), who play for 
the U18AA Wheatland Chiefs, while 
Keaton Labelle competes with the 
Wheatland Raiders U16AA team. 
Additionally, young athletes like 
Kessel WhiteQuills/Medicineshield 
are competing at the U11AA level. 
These players, along with many 
others, have earned spots on elite 

teams, showcasing the bright future 
of hockey in Siksika. We also want 
to recognize recent minor hockey 
graduates like Anson McMaster, Ry-
der Many Grey Horses, Kage Wells, 
and Trygve Many Guns, who have 
paved the way for future talent. 
Furthermore, Emery Medicineshield, 
Emma LaBelle, and Pheonix Big 

Snake will be proudly representing 
Siksika with Team Alberta this year 
in May in Kamloops.

The Treaty Hockey Tournament is 
a significant event for Siksika, held 
annually. It offers an opportunity 
for both Nation members and those 
from outside the community to 
come together and compete while 
representing Siksika. Each year, it’s 
a source of pride for members who 
don’t live on the Nation, to play for 

Siksika and show their support.

As the community continues to 
support youth, the Deerfoot Sports-
plex is enhancing its facilities. With 
future plans to upgrade the ice 
plant with the conclusion of the 
current season, the maintenance 
team is dedicated to ensuring that 
the quality of the ice is exceptional. 

As well, 
with teams 
throughout 
Alberta, 
such as the 
Calgary 
Hitmen of 
the Western 
Hockey 
League 
(WHL), and 
the Calgary 
Canucks of 
the Alber-
ta Junior 
Hockey 
League 
(JHL), have 
praised 
the facili-
ties when 
visiting or 
playing in 

Siksika. With the growing reputa-
tion, the Sportsplex is becoming a 
preferred venue for many, adding 
to the growing importance of the 
facility.

There is also a rise in the number of 
players that are registered with the 
Siksika Minor Hockey Association 
(SMHA). With huge support from 
the SMHA board, Siksika Nation 
High School (SNHS), and the Siksika 
Parks and Recreation team, making 

Photo from chl.ca
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for a strong foundation of future 
growth. 

As Siksika’s hockey continues to 
flourish, it is undoubtedly more than 
just a sport, it’s about community, 
culture, and the power of the sport, 
uniting and inspiring the next gen-
eration of Blackfoot athletes. In turn, 
Siksika is proving itself as a hub, a 
place where high level athletes have 
started their journeys into the hock-
ey world and inspire future genera-
tions to lace up their skates and do 
what others have before them. 
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Ready

to touch grass again



Volume 34 Issue 03 March 2025		  17

Siksika Women’s Day, held on March 
8th at the Siksika Piiksapi Memorial 
Arbour, was a deeply meaningful 
event dedicated to honoring the 
incredible achievements and con-
tributions of Blackfoot women. This 
special day was not just a celebra-
tion of women but also a reaffirma-
tion of the respect and reverence 
with which women are held within 
the Siksika Nation and Blackfoot 
culture.

The event featured two distin-
guished keynote speakers, Vivian 
Ayoungman and Natalie Starlight 
Fraser, who shared their wisdom, 
experience, and insights with the 
attendees. Their speeches were a re-
minder of the power, resilience, and 
leadership that women embody, 
both in the past and present.

In addition to the powerful speech-
es, the event highlighted and 
honored various Blackfoot women 
for their exceptional work, showcas-
ing their contributions in a range of 
fields and community efforts. This 
acknowledgment was not only a 
celebration of individual achieve-
ment but also a reminder of the vital 
roles women play in shaping and 
strengthening their communities.

For the Siksika Nation, women are 
revered as sacred beings, and their 
role in cultural traditions, family, 
and society is deeply significant. 
They are seen as the backbone of 
the community, with their strength, 
wisdom, and nurturing spirit play-
ing an essential role in preserving 
and passing on the teachings and 
traditions of the Blackfoot people. 
Women’s leadership, resilience, and 
contributions are vital to the conti-
nuity and flourishing of the culture, 

and events like Siksika Women’s 
Day serve to honor that invaluable 
presence.

In Blackfoot culture, women hold a 
place of high regard, and this event 
was a celebration of their ongoing 
legacy, their hard work, and their 
leadership. It was not only a mo-
ment of recognition but also an affir-
mation of the continued importance 
of uplifting and supporting women 
in all walks of life.

Honoring Siksika Women 
on International Women’s Day

Story and photos by Edna Many Heads
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photos by Siksika Media
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siksika horoscopes
Maanstoyi (January)  

Rest is essential. Don’t feel guilty 
for taking time to recharge—
your mind and body need it to stay 
strong. Use this moment to slow 
down and restore your energy. 
Remember, rest is not a pause in 
progress but a necessary part of 
growth. 

Piitaikisom (February)  

Embrace the joy in the present 
moment. Life isn’t just about the 
hustle—it’s about savoring the 
small, beautiful moments that 
make each day unique. Allow your-
self to laugh, explore, and experi-
ence the world with an open heart. 
Enjoy the journey and remember 
that happiness is found in the now, 
not the future. 

Sa’aiki’somm (March)  

Luck is on your side. Stay open to 
unexpected opportunities and trust 
that the universe is guiding you in 
the right direction. Take chanc-
es and step outside your comfort 
zone—sometimes, fortune favors 
the bold. Embrace the good energy 
around you and watch how things 
align in your favor. 

Matsiyikkapisaiki’somm (April)  

Family connections are important 
now. Reach out to loved ones and 
nurture those bonds that keep 
you grounded. Whether it’s a quick 
message or a long conversation, 
staying connected will bring 
warmth and support. Remember, 
family is your foundation, and their 
love strengthens you. 

Itainsimopi (May)  

Trust in your resilience. Just like 
a hero facing overwhelming odds, 
you have the strength within you 
to overcome any challenge. Keep 
pushing forward, even when the 
path seems unclear—your persever-
ance will light the way. Remember, 
the greatest victories often come 
after the toughest battles.

Iitawakokatsupi (June)  

Believe in your power. Confidence is 
the key that unlocks new pos-
sibilities. Trust in your abilities, 
even when doubt tries to creep 
in—you have everything it takes 
to succeed. Walk boldly, knowing 
that your belief in yourself is your 
strongest asset.

Sootaikom (July)  

Prioritize your mental well-being. 
Rest is essential for your mind, 
just as much as it is for your body. 
Don’t be afraid to take breaks when 
you need them—mental clarity 
comes from moments of still-
ness. Allow yourself the time to 
recharge and nurture your inner 
peace. 

Iitapohkyakiupi (August)  

Nurture your connections. Re-
lationships thrive when you give 
them time, care, and understanding. 
Whether it’s a friend, partner, or 
family member, take a moment to 
show appreciation and strength-
en those bonds. True connections 
grow through love and effort, so 
invest in the relationships that 
matter most.

Mo’kaato’si (September)  

Embrace joy every day. Life is meant 
to be lived fully, so don’t wait 
for the perfect moment—create 
it now. Seek out what makes you 
happy, laugh often, and savor the 
beauty in the simple things. Live 
with passion and remember that 
happiness is a choice you can make 
today.

Iitamiksitsiko (October)  

Explore new horizons. Whether 
near or far, travel opens your mind 
and refreshes your spirit. Step out-
side your comfort zone, discover 
new places, and immerse yourself 
in new experiences. The world 
is waiting for you—embrace the 
adventure and let it broaden your 
perspective.

Listato’si (November)  

A new journey begins now. Let 
go of what’s behind you and step 
into the fresh possibilities ahead. 
Embrace the unknown with confi-
dence—this is your time to grow 
and reinvent yourself. Every new 
start holds the potential for 
greatness, so make the most of it.

Nistaaikisom (December)  

Stay focused and keep pushing for-
ward. Your goals are within reach, 
but success comes from consis-
tent effort. Don’t let setbacks 
discourage you—each step you take 
brings you closer. Believe in your 
ability to achieve greatness, and 
keep moving with determination and 
purpose.



             Classifieds
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have an event coming up? 
Job posting you’d like to advertise?

send it to us
media@siksikanation.com

Employment Opportunity
Siksika Family Services Corporation
Accounts Payable Clerk
Siksika
Permanent full-time
Highschool graduate or GED required
1-year previous File Clerk experience is 
an asset
1-year accounts payable and general
Resumes and cover letters 
should be emailed to hrm@
siksikafamilyservices.com
Please quote Job Title on your cover 
letter

Kimmapiiyitssini Grief & 
Loss Support Group
Every second Tuesday at the Siksika 
Health & Wellness Centre
Call Home Care at 403-734-5695 to 
register, and to request transportation in 
advance

2025 IELCC Symposium
Indigenous Early Learning & Child Care
May 22 - 23
Deerfoot Inn & Casino, Mohkinstsis
Hosted by Blackfoot Confederacy 
Tribal Council
Open to the Early Learning 
Community: frontline workers, parents, 
managers/directors and leadership
Contact: 
587.287.1100
info@blackfootconfederacy.ca

Old Sun Community College
Post Secondary Student Support 
Program
Financial assistance for registered 
treaty members with Post-secondary 
acceptance
Includes eligible costs for tuition, books 
and monthly living allowance
Deadline for applications: 
June 15 (Fall start)
October 15 (Winter start)
Application available at 
oldsuncollege.ca

Fresh Routes market
Every Tuesday 12.00 - 2.00 PM
Fresh, healthy and affordable fruits and 
vegetables and other grocery items
For more information: freshroutes.ca

Career Employment Counselling
Job search, mobility program, 
skill enhancement, individual funding 
and more!
Book your appointment today 
and start your journey
For more information:
403-734-5136
employment@siksikafamilyservices.
com

Siksika Addictions Program
NA Meeting
Thursdays from 7.00 PM to 8.00 PM
Siksika Health & Wellness Centre
Contact: 403.734.5687

Siksika Addictions Program
AA Meeting
Thursdays from 7.00 PM to 8.00 PM
Siksika Health & Wellness Centre
Contact: 403.734.5687



Our lOcatiOn is nOw at the 
siksika health centre 

CALL 403-734-3488

Hours of operation 
9am-4pm 

Monday to Friday

We do digital dentures


